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CONCEPT

Drawing inspiration from the Urban Metabolism Ideology the concept 
explores the use of waste that can be repurposed in to new objects 
utilising cradle to cradle design. Our concept intends to continue the 
circle turning waste back into products that benefit the environment 
and supports social interation.  By combining the notion of repurposing 
urban waste products with the creation of organic environments, our 
park(ing) day installation aims to be a site for encouraging social 

interation, enjoyment and awareness of our consumer lifestyles. 

WHAT GOES 
AROUND COMES 
AROUND



Partnerships 
with 
URBAN GRIND

'Urban Grind is a small cafe dedicated to coffee and community. 
We like to keep it simple, no decaffeinated, no cream, no frills, 
just good coffee. Sure we sell some food, cold drinks, and a 
small choice of teas that includes an awesome chai tea, but 
basically it is Espresso Coffee, fast (not instant), prepared 
with care, attention and passion by a team of great staff that 
understand the joy of building and being part of a community'



SITE ANALYSIS

The site for our parking day proposal is directly outside 
of Urban Grind. The site has a large indoor and outdoor 
area that we hope to directly link with our proposal by 
extending the limits of the cafe and creating a unique 
space for customers to sit and enjoy their coffe whilst 
getting into the spirit of Park(ing) Day.

SITE

The to buildings to the left of 
the site are retail stores whilst 
the corner block is udnergo-
ing construction that will carry 
though till September 16th    
(Parking Day)



SITE ANALYSIS

By scattering crate 
furniture accross the 
foot path we intend to 
create a direct visual 
link between the cafe 
and our concept.

The furniture layout 
will also help in re-
directing pedestrian 
traffic towards our 
Park(ing) Day installa-
tion and Urban Grind
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ARCHITECTURE
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EXTERNAL SEATING MODULES
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INTERIOR 
DESIGN

SEATING 

WINDOWS
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INTERIOR 
DESIGN



Framing Views

Shadows and Lighting

The installation will create exterior and 
interior views creating an interest from the 
outside in and framing views from the inside 
out.  

The repetitious pattern within the milk crates 
creates varying shadows throughout the day 
depending on the suns position.  

INTERIOR 
DESIGN



INDUSTRIAL 
DESIGN

USER INTERACTION
User interaction is the key element of this installation because its 
main function is to provide a space for the user: 

- transient nature as a one-day public installation= interaction with 
the design will be largely impromptu and unprepared. 
- maximum impact this has been done through the use of plastic 
milk crates as both building block and furniture material. By using 
only one element for the entire structure of the installation a 'blank 
canvas' is created in which the user can influence his or her own 
experience through the way they interact.

Whether they choose to enter into the space, sit down on the crates, 
touch the walls and/or manipulate the crates in some manner- 
the user interaction has been controlled to an extent through the 
minimal, universal material of the crates.



The human body's measurements and how it fits 
with surroundings 
The milk crate proved to be a designed object well 
suited to the human body due to its dimensions. 
- Designed intentionally for storage and 
transportation of milk bottles, the crate's size is 
well suited to most popliteal lengths and heights, 
even when only stacked one high.
- The hip width measurement is also well suited to 
the majority of percentiles.

Cognition in the work setting to optimise human 
wellbeing and performance.
 The process or ritual of drinking coffee in a social 
setting is the main task being performed. Cognitive 
ergonomics have been optimised through the use of:
- The overall design of the installation (work setting) to 
support the drinking of coffee.
- Permeable milk crates which allow the flow of natural 
light and breezes for maximum sensory knowledge 
and experience.
- Seating and bar dimensions and arrangements 
support user interaction.

ERGONMICS PHYSICAL

COGNITIVE



EMOTIONAL

SEMANTIC CLUES

Emotional comfort in relation to the design. 
Therefore the design of the installation must 
appeal to their emotional needs for pleasantly 
stimulating and intriguing space.
- To reduce stress and support the comfort of 
the users within, windows through to the outside 
have been created which emphasise the feeling 
of openness and connection to suroundings.
- The installation's structure gives the user a 
sense of shelter, even if it is mostly metaphorical. 
This supports the notion of enjoying a coffee at a 
cafe as a break from the rest of the day's routine.

Semantic clues to extend invitation to passers-by
Leaving gaps in the structure creates windows to 
the interior. For curious passers-by this creates 
an intriguing invitation to further investigate the 
installation. However the addition of the terrariums 
is what really sets the design apart. Hanging down 
within the installation, the terrariums act as both a 
bait and conversation piece. Their interesting, alien-
like appearance are sure to pique most peoples’ 
curiosity and prompt a close-up investigation of the 
objects.



LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTURE
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MASTER PLAN



SMALL PEBBLES -  to allow 
drainage 

SPHGNUM MOSS - to 
reduce odour 

CHARCOAL - filters the 
moisture 

SOIL - establishes a base 
for moss to grow 

MOSS - creates the 
ecosystem 

COPPER COIL - will 
wrap around light bulb 
and attach to ceiling 

LIGHTBULB - houses 
the ecosystem 

LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTURE



MATERIALS STRUCTURE INGREDIENTS

MATERIAL ANALYSIS

TERRARIUM INGREDIENTS
Approximately 
200-250 Milk 
Crates
Sourced from 
Pauls Milk

20 light bulbs from 
Beacon Lighting

Cable ties
estemate 4 per 
crate, 1000 in 
total

Charcoal

Soil

Sphagnum Moss

Pebbles

MILK CRATES- reaction injection-moulded 
polypropylene

ZIP TIES - injection-moulded 6.6 UV- resistant 
nylon tape

BULB - ribbon-machined, silica-coated glass



CONSTRUCTION
METHOD

The method of fastening will be 
zip ties (also known as cable 
ties). These have been chosen 
for their incredibly quick and easy 
application, yet uncompromising 
toughness and strength.

FIXINGS
Cable Ties will be attached 
at the four verticies between 
each crate dependant 
on vertical or horizontal 
adjacency. 



TRANSPORTATION

The vertical components will consist 
of 4 equally sized wall components 
(6 crates x 6 crates) and 1 middle 
segment (2 crates x 6 crates)

The horizontal components will consist 
of 2 equally sized roof components 
(7 crates x 6 crates) and 1 middle 
segment (7 crates x 2t crates)

Construction is to be broken down into 
components in order to make on-site 
construction and transportation much 
more convinient. This will be achieved by 
breaking the structure down to 5 main 
vertical components and 3 main horizontal 
components.



Completed by Week 3 Have a solid design and concept proposal - for creative crowdsource competition
Have a list of possible materials to use
Conduct extensive research on Parking day and for possible concept resolutions
Source a site that fits the brief

Completed by Week 4 Refine design, concept and complete thorough site analysis
Work out a budget plan

Completed by Week 5 Order/Source materials - Milk Crates, Light Bulbs, Zip ties
Refine design form
Refine Concept 
Refine ways in which to get users to interact with the space

Completed by Week 6 Pick up light bulbs
Get Milk Crates Delivered
Make the terrariums to allow for growing time
Draft of 'How to make terrarium' flyers
Liase with Urban Grind to find out use for storage 

Completed by Week 7 Construct walls as 4 separate parts
Construct Loose furniture
Transport separate parts to Urban Grind for storage
Print out flyers of 'How to make a Terrarium'
Have a tarp ready in case it rains

Morning of Parking Day Fix separate walls together using zip ties
Place loose furniture
Fix terrarium bulbs

PARKING DAY CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE - TEAM 6

CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE

CONSTRUCTION
SCHEDULE in case of rain - we will have 

a tarp ready to fix onto the 
roof of the structure


